REDD+ processes and an explanation of their commonalities and differences, and (ii) an 23 exploration of the potential synergies and the challenges to realizing them. The three main 24 research methods used in the study were semi-structured interviews, content analysis of 25 policy documents, and focus group discussions with local communities and indigenous 26 peoples in south and east Cameroon. Our analysis shows that whereas FLEGT-VPA includes is challenging, given the existing political economy of Cameroon.
Introduction

36
Deforestation and forest degradation are the key causes of an increasing reduction of the 37 world's forest and important contributors to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (Achard et al., 38 2014), with illegal logging being an important cause of deforestation and forest degradation 39 (e.g. through harvesting premature forest or harvesting more trees than legally allowed), 40 thereby contributing to GHG emissions (Tacconi, 2007) . 41 Two major international policy processes have been established to address the problem of 42 illegal logging, and of deforestation and forest degradation: the European Union's (EU) Action safeguards, and what challenges stand in the way of realizing these synergies? 84 It is hoped that the comparison of safeguard approaches will contribute to learning, 85 improvements and further guidance on the development and implementation of safeguards 86 in the FLEGT-VPA and REDD+ processes. Moreover, before one is able to develop synergies 87 between related policies, understanding commonalities and differences and the reasons for Section 4 presents the research findings and section 5 discusses the key findings of the study. 98 Finally, section 6 outlines the main concluding remarks. The concept of social safeguards in general has its origins in the World Bank's safeguards 101 policies and in the United Nations (UN) system in the 1980s (Hall, 2007 Table 2 ). The interviews were conducted face-to-face and were intended to 252 capture different aspects of social safeguards, as distilled from the conceptual framework. representatives from the forest entity, and women, men and youth groups in the community.
270
The discussions were transcribed and analysed for content. to be concerned that it is not being developed to improve governance and reduce poverty, 507 and so the focus is much more on including social safeguards. 
Challenges to realizing the synergies
554
Despite the potential synergies, our analysis points to several challenges to realizing them. 555 The first challenge is the lack of domestic political will in Cameroon to devote resources and 
